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to have strengthened Prussia and destroyed the
balance of Europe. The party that gained from
the fault France committed in 1741 was Frederick IL
Even during the campaign he had held the situation
in his hands, lending us his assistance as long as
it suited his interests and not a moment longer.
Now he would have still more authority because
of his added strength. From that moment it
became obvious that Prussia wanted to take
Austria's place in Germany, and that that ambition
was no longer inordinately great. So that if France
persisted in her anti-Austrian policy she must work
for Frederick II!" It is difficult to find fault with
the part Louis XV played in the long expensive
War of the Austrian Succession; he followed a
path that had been traced out in a century before., and
followed ends that seemed necessary for the
maintenance of equilibrium in Europe; and the
public fully approved his policy.

History is grateful to him for repulsing Belle-
Isle's and Argenson's fantastic ideas, preventing a
general upheaval, and working for peace. If the
results of the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle seem
inconsiderable, it should not be forgotten that the
abandonment of the Netherlands destroyed for
ever a cause of perpetual political insecurity, and a
hive of dissension.

No-one could predict the character of Frede-
rick II, the treachery, greed and unreliability un-
dreamed of by England, or the firm and courageous
attitude shown by this princess of twenty-two.
That war told the folly of a struggle with Austria,